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A short, simple test
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So many reasons...

* To understand anime/manga without
subtitles/translations

* To help create subtitles/translations for
anime/manga

e To study or work abroad in Japan

 To communicate with Japanese speakers

e Um...1t's a hobby



Elements of Japanese

e Writing system

- Kanji

— Hiragana and katakana
e Grammar

e Politeness and honorifics




Kanji (Chinese characters)

e At least 50,000 characters

e 1,945 commonly used characters
— Kyouiku kanji: 1,006 characters (elementary school)
— Jouyou kanji: kyouiku + 939 (junior/high school)
e Jinmeiyou kanj1 (jouyou + 983) for people's names




More on kanji

 Pictographs
e —, . = =one,two, three...
* A =person
* /X =tree PR = forest
* [1 =mouth

e Compounds
S =word

* & = person with his word = trust/belief



More on kanji

e Pronunciation (there are so many!)
A = “hito” (person)
HZX A = “nihonjin” (Japanese person)
— A =“futar1” (two people)
=A =“sannin” (three people)



Don't worry!

e Standardization
— Hiragana: derivation of kanji
e L >« > |\
* Z >“me” > &
— Katakana: radicals (parts) of kanji
L >“re”> L

° E > ccrO” > D



Pronunciation

e Vowels
- & “a” as in “father”
“1” as 1n “‘see”
“u” as in “do”
‘ e” as 1n “weigh”
“0” as 1n “low”
. Everythmg else
- “k” sounds: ka, ki, ku, ke, ko

- “s” sounds: sa, shi, su, se, so
- “t” sounds: ta, chi, tsu, te, to
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The standard alphabet

a i u e o)
ka ki  ku ke @ ko
sa Shi su se so
ta chi tsu te to
na ni nNnu ne no
ha hi fu he ho
ma mi mu me mo
ya yu Yo
ra ri ru re ro
wa WO




The standard alphabet

row + column
“SH + “e” — “Se”

B




The standard alphabet

Exceptions:

chi @ tsu




The standard alphabet
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Hiragana:




The standard alphabet
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Katakana:




Elements of Japanese

e Writing system

- Kanji

— Hiragana and katakana
e Grammar

e Politeness and honorifics




Who doesn’'t love grammar?

 Word order
— English: I eat pizza.
e subject -> verb -> object
— Japanese: Watashi wa piza wo taberu.
e subject -> object -> verb
e Particles (think of prepositions)
— wa.: topic marker
— wWo: object marker
- ga, ni, de, kara, made...




But here's some easy stuff

* One fish, two fish...

— sakana (fish, singular)  sakana (fish, plural)
the same!

* Suru.
— I do. -or- He does. -or- She does. -or- They do.

e subjects can be omitted (1mplied)
e verbs are unchanged, regardless of subject



Elements of Japanese

e Writing system

- Kanji

— Hiragana and katakana
e Grammar

e Politeness and honorifics




May | talk about politeness,
please?

e “[ ate sushi.”

— Sushi wo tabeta. (plain / casual)

— Sushi wo tabemashita. (formal / polite)
 rule of thumb:

the longer the sentence, the more polite

— (Please) listen.
» Kike! -> Kitte. -> Kitte kudasai.



Know your role!

Watashi wa ie ni imasu. - I am in the house.

@ ~@®

sonkeego kenjoogo
(respectful expressions)  (humble expressions)




Know your role!

~

sonkeego
- g1ving respect to
sen1ors, superiors, etc.

Sensel wa kurasu ni irasshaimasu.
- My teacher is in class.




Know your role!

kenjoogo s

- humbling oneself to
sen1ors, superiors, etc.

Watashi wa kaishaa ni orimasu.
- [ am at work.




Know your role!

To be (regular) - 1imasu

@ ~@®

to be (respectful) to be (humble)
irasshaimasu orimasu
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